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� Blake grew up in the Space Race
� that night at the cottage (’88)…

� SP-C8 from Efstonscience (’90)
� wavered for a time
� joined RASC TC (‘07)

� finished Messier list (’13)
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� Blake started using…
� Messier list

� RASC Finest NGC

� AL observing lists

� monthly magazines

� double stars for small telescopes

� Turn Left at Orion
� Herschel 400 part 1, 2?
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� checklists, targets, goals, an 
objective…

� certifications
� unseen objects

� best times to view
� consolidate
� high accuracy

� lower magnitudes
� speed planning
� “current” objects, e.g. comets

� track things already seen
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product demo Windows Macintosh

Calsky (web site) n/a (free) ���� ����

AstroPlanner ���� ���� ����

Deep-Sky Planner ���� ����

Deep Sky ���� ����

SkyTools ���� ����
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� accelerated star hopping
� list oriented

� planning component
� powerful searching
� filtering

� logging
� accurate
� current

� predicts quality
� exposure calculations (pro)
� yes, it does charts!

� it’s a database
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� observing list features
� the Night Bar

� Object Information
� making a list
� powerful searching

� the Generator
� Interactive Chart 
� Context Viewer

� “hopping” chart
� printing
� shared lists 

� logging

SkyTools 3 software demonstration



SkyTools 3 software demonstration

� Blake doesn’t leave home…
� observing lists for 

� personal targets

� club observing sessions

� star parties 
� outreach events

� imaging runs (Pro ed.)

� simply: what’s up?!

� log viewed objects
� configured for various 

computer driven mounts
� still learning stuff!



� love lists
� permanent logging
� automatic generation tool

� currency
� accuracy 
� double star data

� everything in one spot
� less paper
� shared lists

� observing more
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� not cheap?
� intimidating

� large tome…
� different user interface
� Windows only (WineBottler?)

� buy a new monitor?!
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� Starter
� planning, searching, list creation

� telescope 3-panel chart

� Standard
� + list sharing, rich filtering

� Interactive Atlas, Context Viewer

� events, month & day calendars

� observing status, permanent logging

� Professional
� + telescope control

� imaging planning, calculations
� expanded database, 522 million stars

� enhanced searching

SkyTools 3 software demonstration



� direct from Skyhound
� Standard USD $100

� Professional $180

� shipping $12

� Starter Edition
� great price USD $40

� available on trial!

� group buy
� for astronomy clubs
� 2 to 9 is 25%

� +25 people 50% off!
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� slightly steeper learning curve

� long learning curve
� coverage

� on-board tutorials

� on-board help screens
� how-to guides

� extensive manual

� Yahoo!Group

� video tutorials on web
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� thanks
� questions?
� so…
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